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Salam! Peace! Namaste! Season’s Greetings to you, one and all! 

On behalf of the executive committee, I extend a warm welcome to 

you who are attending SALA’s 17th annual conference! 

 

     During this last year, we have been preparing for this moment, and 
it should be a great conference. Priya Jha, Melanie Wattenbarger, 
Prathim-Maya Dora-Laskey, the conference co-chairs, have worked 
hard to create the call for papers, evaluate manuscripts, organize 
over 20 panels, the grad caucus, a professionalization panel, Hamara 
Mushaira, President’s Forum, reception, business meetings, keynote 
speech, and awards ceremony, and the materials that go into this in-
tense effort. It takes a good team to make conferences like this one 
look so effortless, but that’s all an illusion. It’s a tremendously difficult, 

coordinated effort. Thank you, a million times.  

 

     I would also like to thank a few other people, without whom this 
organization wouldn’t run like it does. First, when you get a chance, 
say thank you to Nalini Iyer, who has been a fantastic secretary. And, 
to Umme Al-Wazedi, our treasurer, who has managed our finances 
wonderfully. We are fiscally sound. And, to Aniruddha Mukhopadh-
yay, who has been an outstanding web manager. And, to Melanie 
Wattenbarger, who has successfully taken the reins of the editorship 
of this newsletter, with skill and alacrity. And, to our beloved Professor 
P. S. Chauhan who manages the South Asian Review. He and his associ-
ate editors and staff have produced outstanding volumes this year. By 
the way, I am delighted to say that SALA is recognizing Dr. Chauhan 
for his scholarship and longstanding service to SALA. And, to Amrit 
Singh for coordinating the Hamara Mushaira again this year. This spe-
cial event within our conference enriches our proceedings immensely. I 
am so happy that we will be recognizing two featured guests there 
(both of whom are long-time friends of SALA): Sohrab Homi Fracis, 
Distinguished Achievement Awardee for Creative Writing, and Waqas 

Khwaja, invited reader. 

 

     Thank you to the rest of our executive committee, who have con-
tributed their voices, energy, and moral support throughout the last 
year. We have achieved progress on some key issues: a code-of-
conduct statement, movement on the non-profit organization effort, 
and hammering out many other issues behind the scenes. It is clear that 
we care about the direction and health of SALA, and also each other. 
Thanks also to you, for attending this conference, for presenting such 
outstanding papers, and for engaging so earnestly and collegially. 

You make this organization special and meaningful. 

 

      (cont. on page 9) 
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SALA 2017 
Beyond the Postcolonial?: Meaning-Making and South Asian Studies in the 21st-Century 

The 17th Annual Conference of the South Asian Literary Association 

Wyndham Philadelphia Historic District Hotel (400 Arch Street) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

January 2-4, 2017  

  

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE (for online updates, click HERE  

  

MONDAY: JANUARY 2, 2017  

4:00-6:00 PM MEETING: SALA Executive Committee 

Sherman 

  

DAY 1: TUESDAY: JANUARY 3, 2017  

8:00 AM onward REGISTRATION 

Foyer 
  

9:00-9:20 AM CONFERENCE WELCOME: Moumin Quazi, SALA President 

Franklin/Jefferson  OPENING: Priya Jha, Prathim-Maya Dora-Laskey, and Melanie R.  

 Wattenbarger, Conference Co-Chairs 
  
9:30-10:45 AM SESSION 1 (PANELS 1A, 1B, & 1C) 
 

Panel 1A   Placing People: Identity Formation on the Move 

Franklin Panel Chair: Asha Jeffers, York University 

  

    ‘The Question Remains… of Your Place’: Challenging Reductive 

    Identities in Ayad Akhtar’s Disgraced  

    Robin Field, King’s College 

  

    Transition, Translation, Assimilation: From ‘Migratory’ to ‘Settled’ 

    in Bangladeshi Diasporic Fiction  

    Nasia Anam, Williams College 

  

    Dark Moon, Bright Crescent: Tagore in China  

    Cynthia Leenerts, East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania 

 

Panel 1B   Literature and the Development of a Youthful Nation 

Jefferson Panel Chair: Amritjit Singh, Ohio University 

  

    What Young Asia Wants: Can Chetan Bhagat and Mohsin Hamid 

    Tell Us? 

    John Hawley, Santa Clara University  
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    Neo-Liberalism and the Threshold of Disappearance of Feminist   

    Scholarship: A Critique of Hamid’s Getting Filthy Rich in Rising    

    Asia 

    Zia Ahmed, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan 

  

    Crossing Disciplinary Borders to Comprehend the Poetics of Nation   

    and Region: Parijaat as a Feminist Icon of Colour  

    Mallika Shakya, South Asian University  

  

Panel 1C   Theoretical Interventions 

Penn      Panel Chair: Nalini Iyer, Seattle University  

 

    Postcolonial or Ghost-Colonial? Moving Beyond the Inertia of the 

    ‘Post’ 

    Waseem Anwar and Summer Pervez, Forman Christian College 

    University 

  

    Beyond the Spectre, beyond the Ethnoterritorial  

    Abdollah Zahiri, Seneca College, King Campus, Toronto 

  

    What’s in a Name? Imagining the Impossibility of the Postcolonial   

    Radical  

    Aniruddha Mukhopadhyay, Texas A&M University, Kingsville  

  

11:00 AM-12:00 PM SESSION 2 (PANELS 2A, 2B, & 2C) 

  
Panel 2A (Refiguring) Violent Subjects  

Franklin Panel Chair: Priya Jha, University of Redlands  
  

    From Postcolonial to Post-9/11: A Study of the Contemporary    

    Pakistani American Fiction 

    Muhammad Waqar Azeem, Binghamton University-SUNY 

  

    A Dialectics of Violence: Making Sense of Neel Mukherjee’s Naxalite   

    Narrative in the ‘Age of Terror’ 

    Meghan Gorman-DaRif, University of Texas at Austin  

     

When Person Becomes Problem  

    Melanie R. Wattenbarger, Independent Scholar 

 

Panel 2B Literary Market-Making and the Postcolonial 

Jefferson Panel Chair: Jana Fedtke, American University of Sharjah  

  

    Swirling Tales and Questioning Theories: Reading Rushdie’s Two  

    Years Eight Months and Twenty-Eight Nights via R. Radhakrishnan 

    Pennie Ticen, Virginia Military Institute 
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    Against Postcolonial appropriation? Navayana’s Anti-caste Stance   

    and the Politics of Publishing      

    Ruma Sinha, Syracuse University   

     

    The Visible invisible in the Pre-Postcolonial: Towards an Epistemic   

    Reprioritization  

    Shahzeb Khan, University of the Punjab, Lahore 

  

Panel 2C   Coming of Age: Negotiating Identity(s) and Diasporic Belonging 

Penn    Panel Chair: Prathim-Maya Dora-Laskey, Alma College 

 

    Meaning-Making and Second Generation Immigrant Experience in   

    21st Century Immigrant Novels in the US 

    Shivaji Sengupta, Boricua College 

  

    Master of None and the Subtleties of Second Generation-ness 

    Asha Jeffers, York University 

  

    Asian Indian American Children’s Creative Writing: An Approach   

    for Cultural Preservation 

    Kalpana Iyengar and Howard Smith, University of Texas at San Antonio 
   

12:00-1:30 PM LUNCH AT HOTEL 

  

1:45-3:00 PM SESSION 3: PRESIDENT’S FORUM  

Franklin/Jefferson Graduate Student Professionalization and Mentoring  

 Panel Chair: Moumin Quazi and Aniruddha Mukhopadhyay  

 Panelists: Prathim-Maya Dora-Laskey, Alma College 

 Priya Jha, University of Redlands 

 Aniruddha Mukhopadhyay, Texas A&M University- Kingsville 

 Moumin Quazi, Tarleton State University  

   

3:15-4:30 PM SESSION 4: Mid-Career Professionalization Panel: Academic  

Franklin/Jefferson Energies: Maintaining Momentum after Tenure 

 Panel Chair: Madhurima Chakraborty, Columbia College Chicago 

  

 Panelists: Kavita Daiya, George Washington University 

 Nalini Iyer, Seattle University 

 Amritjit Singh, Ohio University 

 Pranav Jani, Ohio State University 
  
     END OF SESSIONS FOR DAY 1  
 

 

4:30-5:25 PM  GRADUATE CAUCUS (led by Asha Jeffers) 

Franklin/Jefferson 
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5:30-6:45 PM GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Franklin/Jefferson 

  

6:45-8:15 PM DINNER on your own 

  

8:30-10:30 PM Hamara Mushaira: Literary Arts Event 

Franklin/Jefferson  Organized and moderated by Amritjit Singh, Ohio University    

Invited Readers: Sohrab Homi Fracis (Distinguished Achievement Awardee) 

Waqas Khwaja      

    Also featuring several members of SALA  

  

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY: JANUARY 4, 2017  

8:15- 9:15 AM REGISTRATION 

Foyer 

 

9:30-10:30 AM SESSION 5 (PANELS 5A, 5B, & 5C) 

Panel 5A Bombs Away  

Franklin Panel Chair: Melanie R. Wattenbarger, Independent Scholar  
  

    Two Novels of Nuclear Bombay Today 

    Michaela Henry, Brandeis University 

  

    Tactical Fabulations: Disrupting Nuclearization through 

    Postcolonial Ecologies  

    Dibyadyuti Roy, Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Indore    

 

Lions and Tigers and Bombs: (Un)Becoming Animal at the 

    Baghdad Zoo  

    J. Edward Mallot, Arizona State University  

  

Panel 5B Education and Activism  

Jefferson Panel Chair: Summer Pervez, Forman Christian College-University  
  

    Indian Campus and the Problematics of Caste: A Study of Select   

    Indian Campus Novels in English 

    Krishanu Adhikari, University of Hyderabad 

  

    Performing a New Nationalism, Looking (within and) Beyond the   

    Postcolonial Narrative: A Recent History of Student Movement(s) in   

    India 

    Shreyosi Mukherjee, National University of Singapore 

  

    The Postcolonial Novel and Cosmopolitics: Teaching Rohinton    

    Mistry’s A Fine Balance  

    Masood Raja, University of North Texas 
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Panel 5C Unstated/Undocumented 

Penn Panel Chair: Pallavi Rastogi, Louisiana State University 
  

    Stateless Citizens: Rupa Bajwa’s The Sari Shop and the Failure of   

    the National Subject  

    Khem Guragain, York University 

  

    Rethinking ‘The Politics of Invisibility and Unreadability’ in Desai’s   

    The Inheritance of Loss and Parajuly’s Land Where I Flee 

    Binod Paudyal, University of Utah 

  

    ‘Keeping this Damn Country in the Black: Illicit Economies and    

    Subversive Commercial Space in Hanif Kureishi’s My Beautiful    

    Launderette 

    José Sebastián Tereus, Arizona State University  
  
  

10:45 AM-11:45 AM SESSION 6 (PANELS 6A, 6B, & 6C)  

Panel 6A   Writing Religion 

Franklin   Panel Chair: Moumin Quazi, Tarleton State University 

  

   Hanuman Goes Graphic: Secularization and Postcolonial Anxiety in 

    Simian  

   Anuja Madan, Kansas State University  

     

Reclaiming as Revolution: Revisiting Indian Mythology through the   

 Perspectives of the Marginalized 

    Shoba Sharad Rajgopal, Westfield State University 

  

    Manufacturing the Marvels and Wonders of ‘Hindoostan’ in the   
    Gilded Age: The 1893 Chicago Exposition and the Parliament of   

    Religions 

    Nilak Datta, BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus 

   

Panel 6B   The Nation and Ruin 

Jefferson   Panel Chair: Pranav Jani, Ohio State University 

  

    Beyond the Imagined Space: N(either) N(or) Dilemma in M G    

    Vassanji’s The Assassin’s Song 

    Smithi Mohan and G. S. Jayashree, University of Kerala 

  

     Artefact, Ruin, Landscape: Re-Activating Transnational    

    Islamicate Heritage in 20th Century Pakistani Women’s Writing  

    Diviani Chaudhuri, Binghampton University 

  

    Postcolonial Disaster: Narrating the Catastrophe in the 21st Century  

    Pallavi Rastogi, Louisiana State University 
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Panel 6C   Local/Global 

Penn    Panel Chair: Shreyosi Mukherjee, National University of Singapore 

  

    Remembering the dismembered local: Addressing metropolitan   

    Postcolonialism in the 21st-Century 

    Asif Iqbal, Michigan State University 

  

    Cutting Down on Visibility: Globalism, Delhi and the Irrational 

    Bryan Hull, Portland Community College 

  

    The Culture of location of the ‘Global’: Interrogating a Discourse of   

    ‘Localism’ in the Tribes of North East India 

    Namrata Pathak, Dibrugarh University, Assam  
  

11:45 AM-1:15 PM LUNCH AT HOTEL 
   

1:30-2:30 PM SESSION 7 (PANELS 7A, 7B, &7C) 

 

Panel 7A Neoliberalism and South Asian Literature 

Franklin Panel Chair: Aniruddha Mukhopadhyay, Texas A&M University-Kingsville  

  

    Radical Realism and Mahasweta Devi’s Leftist Literary 

    Commitment  

    Madhurima Chakraborty, Columbia College Chicago 

  

    Neocolonialism, Elitist Discourse and the Silent Subaltern in Kamila 

    Shamsie’s Novels  

    Naila Sahar, University of Buffalo, SUNY 

    

    A Zone of Incidence: Where Colonial and Neoliberal Meet 

    Debojoy Chanda, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

 

Panel 7B   Animal/Human: Interventions on the Anthropocene 

Jefferson    Panel Chair: J. Edward Mallot, Arizona State University 

  

    Materialities of the Non-human Animal and Post-Colonial Remains   

    in Contemporary Writing 

    Java Singh, Jawaharlal Nehru University 

  

    Coalescing the Human and Animal in Aamer Hussein’s Another 

    Gulmohar Tree: An Ecocritical Inquiry  

    Arjmand Bano, Lahore Garrison University 

  

Panel 7C Gender, Nation, Narration 

Penn      Panel Chair: Alison Klein, University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth 

  

    The Graphic Turn: The Pakistani Girl as a Narrator and Citizen 

    Tehmina Pirzada, Purdue University  
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    Phoenix Narratives: Considering the Construction of Femininity in 

    South Asian Memoir  

    Colleen Lutz Clemens, Kutztown University 

  

    Intimacy Beyond Identity: Friendship and Utopia in Vikram Seth’s 

    A Suitable Boy  

    Nisha Eswaran, McMaster University 

 

2:45-4:00 PM SESSION 8 (PANELS 8A, 8B, & 8C)    

Panel 8A Long Partitions: Comparative Divisions in and Beyond South Asia Roundtable 

Franklin Panel Chair: Rahul Gairola, IIT Roorkee       

    Panelists: Amrita Ghosh, Seton Hall University 

    Nalini Iyer, Seattle University 

    Debali Mookherjea-Leonard, James Madison University 

    Masood Raja, University of North Texas 

    Amritjit Singh, Ohio University  

  

Panel 8B Identity, Culture, and Gender 

Jefferson Panel Chair: Robin Field, King’s College 

  

    The V-(irgintarian) Life in the New World: Construing Jhumpa    

    Lahiri’s Unaccustomed Earth  

    Maimoona Khan, Government College University, Lahore 

  

    ‘Unnatural Offences,’ Postcolonial Problems: The Ambivalent    

    Position of Hijras in Contemporary Law and Literature 

    Sarah Elizabeth Newport, University of Manchester  

 

    Beyond the Postcolonial: Post-national Longing in Ritwik Ghatak’s   

    Partition Cinema  

    Shumona Dasgupta, University of Mary Washington 

 

Panel 8C Landscape Beyond the Colonial Project 

Penn Panel Chair: Cynthia Leenerts, East Stroudsburg University of  Pennsylvania 

      

    The Age of Flowers: Linnaean Imperialism in Amitav Ghosh’s 

    River of Smoke  

    Stacey Balkan, Bergen Community College 
  
    Sublime Spaces on the Margins of Empire (and Postcolonial 
    Studies): Colonial Himalayan Travel Narratives  

    Moinak Choudhury, University of Minnesota 

  

    Beyond Spice Trade and Temple Conquests: Palimpsest Memories of   

    Colonial Regimes along the Malabar Coastline in the Native    

    Imagination 

    Maya Vinai, BITS- Pilani, Hyderabad  
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END OF SESSIONS FOR DAY 2   

  

4:45-5:45 PM   RECEPTION with CASH BAR 

Franklin/Jefferson  

6:00-7:30 PM   CONFERENCE KEYNOTE ADDRESS AND AWARDS 

Franklin/Jefferson  

 Robert J. C. Young, New York University, Abu Dhabi 

 “Rethinking the Postcolonial Through Fanon's New Writings” 

  

 SALA 2017 AWARDS CEREMONY 

  

 Sohrab Homi Fracis 

 SALA Distinguished Achievement in Creative Writing Awardee 

  

 Robert J. C. Young, New York University, Abu Dhabi 

 SALA Distinguished Achievement in Scholarship Awardee  

 

 P. S. Chauhan, Arcadia University  

      SALA Distinguished Achievement in Scholarship and Service Awardee  

 

     Graduate Student Paper Prize(s) 

  

8:00-10:00 PM SALA CONFERENCE DINNER (tickets $25) 

    Karma Restaurant and Bar, 246 Market Street  

 I am pleased to announce that we are honoring Dr. Robert J. C. Young, Dean of Arts and Humanities at NYU—Abu Dha-
bi, as our Distinguished Achievement Awardee and keynote speaker. We look forward to his presence and wisdom. I 
have used his Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford UP) in several of my classes, so I can’t wait to meet him 

and ask him to sign my copy.         

     

 In terms of our relationships outside the conference, we are represented well at the 2017 MLA Convention, with one 
guaranteed session and in several sessions that are populated with SALA members. Our Facebook Group page has over 
9,000 members. Global Synergies continues to be a terrific partner with us, concerning hotel selection. Doug Sellers, es-
pecially, has been helpful in helping me seek the best fit for our conference. I have already asked him to look ahead to 
NYC (2018) and Chicago (2019) for us. After he provides a list of hotels to choose from, it is much easier for the presi-
dent to make a final choice and then negotiate the best deal. I hope you enjoyed the choices I have made for you the 

four conferences at which I have presided: Chicago, Vancouver, Austin, and now Philadelphia. 

 

      While I am on the subject, thank you for allowing me to serve you for two terms. I have strived to uphold our Mission, 
represent our organization in an honorable way, and protect our interests (especially in turbulent times). It has been a 
privilege and a joy to lead this organization that I have loved for fourteen years. I have had the pleasure of being the 
newsletter editor for many of those years, a conference co-chair, councilor, vice president, treasurer, an SAR advisory 
board member, and even the web manager. It has been such a challenge, such a kick, and such a thrill, all at the same 
time. Thank you for your trust and your support. I truly love you and look forward to serving you in other ways, and of 

course, visiting with all of you in Philadelphia, the City of “Brotherly” (and for us, familial) Love. Have a great conference! 

                        Moumin Quazi 

 PRESIDENT’S  COLUMN (CONT. )  
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MLA Panels of Interest/Featuring SALA Members 
 

Panel Arranged by the South Asian Literary Association: 

 

385. Ecocriticism and South Asia (5:15-6:30pm, 305-306, Philadelphia Marriott) 

Presiding: J. Edward Mallot, Arizona State University 

 

1. “From the Wave to the World: Recent South Asian Tsunami Texts,” Jana Fedtke, American university of Sharjah 

 

2. Creatures on the Limit of Imagination: Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide,” Gautam Basu Thakur, Boise State University 

 

3. Tyger, Tyger: Animal Allegories and Post-empire Blues in Yann Martel’s Life of Pi and Aravind Adiga’s The White 

Tiger,” Rahul Gairola, Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee 

 

4. “ ‘Girls Gone Wild’: Kamala and Anala’s Decolonial Storytelling in Bhanu Kapil’s Humanimal: A Project for Future Chil-

dren,” Priya Jha, University of Redlands 

 

Sessions on South Asian Works or Themes: 

 

Thursday, 5 January 

11. Famines in the Indian National Imaginary: Imperial Roots and State Failures (12:00-1:15 pm, 310 Philadel-

phia Marriott) 

55. Arabic in Europe: Interconnectivities and Contamination (1:45-3:00 pm, 304, Philadelphia Marriott) 

70. Vernacular Literatures beyond the Europhone (1:45-3:00 pm, Franklin 10, Philadelphia Marriott) 

101. Print Culture in Colonial and Postcolonial India (3:30-4:45 pm, 406 Philadelphia Marriott) 

158. Representing Ethnic Conflict in Postcolonial Literature and the Politics of Form (7:00-8:15 pm, 106A, Phila-

delphia Convention Center) 

159. Postsecular Women: Rethinking Religion and Gender in Nineteenth-Century United State Literature 

(Representing Ethnic Conflict in Postcolonial Literature and the Politics of Form (7:00-8:15 pm, 106B, Philadelphia 

Convention Center) 

163. Worlding Eighteenth-Century Studies (7:00-8:15 pm, 404, Philadelphia Marriott) 

 

 

Comparative Literature Symposium 2017 CFP 

The Word in the World: Culture, Technology, and Discourse in the Twenty-First Century 

April 7-8, 2017 at Texas Tech University, Lubbock 

Confirmed Keynote Speaker: 

Rachel Lee, Professor of English and Gender Studies, UCLA 

A full description of the conference theme can be found here. 

There are no registration fees for this conference. 

 

Please submit 300-word abstracts by January 15, 2017 to Dr. Kanika Batra, Department of English, Texas Tech Universi-

ty at TechCompLit@gmail.com. Paper presenters will be informed about the acceptance of their proposals by February  

15,  2017.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/southasianliteraryassociation/permalink/10155673697006164/
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Friday, 6 January 

193. Queer and Here: Crossing Gendered and Sexual Boundaries in South Asia and Africa (8:30-9:45 am, 303, 

Philadelphia Marriott) 

227. Presidential Plenary: Boundary Conditions (10:15 am- 12:00 noon, Liberty Ballroom ABC, Philadelphia 

Marriott) 

236. Asian American Speculative Fictions (10:15-11:30 am, 112B, Philadelphia Convention Center) 

243. Other Than Global Anglophone (10:15-11:30 am, 106B, Philadelphia Convention Center) 

295. Future(s) of South Asian Literary Studies (12:00 noon- 1:15 pm, Franklin 12, Philadelphia Marriott) 

317. Present Absence: World Literature and Book Circulation in the Nineteenth Century (1:45-3:00 pm, 308, 

Philadelphia Marriott) 

321. Framing the Rape Victim in the Long Nineteenth Century (1:45-3:00 pm, 112A, Philadelphia Convention 

Center) 

333. Psychoanalysis and Islam (1:45-3:00 pm, 304, Philadelphia Marriott) 

380. Ecocritical Engagements with American Multiethnic Literature (3:30-4:45 pm, 110B, Philadelphia Convention 

Center) 

422. The Presidential Address: “Boundaries of Culture” (6:45 pm, Liberty Ballroom ABC, Philadelphia Marriott) 

 

Saturday, 7 January 

434. Questioning Boundaries in Postcolonial Studies (8:30-9:45 am, Independence Ballroom Salon I, Philadelphia 

Marriott) 

508. Postcolonial Ontologies (10:15-11:30 am, Franklin 13, Philadelphia Marriott) 

514. New Postcolonial Studies: Borders and Boundaries in Contemporary Literary and Media Cultures (12:00 

noon- 1:15 pm, Independence Ballroom Salon III, Philadelphia Marriott) 

515. Islamaphobia: The Public Muslim and the Critical Muslim (12:00 noon- 1:15 pm, 203B, Philadelphia Con-

vention Center) 

533. Comparative Studies in the Age of the Global Anglophone (12:00 noon- 1:15 pm, Franklin 9, Philadelphia 

Marriott) 

534. Feasting, Fasting, Famine: The Ethics, Aesthetics, and Politics of Hunger (12:00 noon- 1:15 pm, 112A, Phila-

delphia Convention Center) 

597. The Intimacies of Four Continents: Crossing boundaries, Disciplines, and Archives (3:30-4:45 pm, 110B, Phil-

adelphia Convention Center) 

628. Back to the Future: Globalization Twenty-Five Years Later (3:30-4:45 pm, 106B, Philadelphia Convention 

Center) 

657. Naxalite Literature: From Mahasweta Devi to Today’s Student Protests in India (5:15- 6:30 pm, Franklin 13, 

Philadelphia Marriott) 

 

Sunday, 8 January 

681. The Global English Department: Teaching beyond the Anglo-American Canon (8:30-9:45 am, 102A, Phila-

delphia Convention Center) 

711. Gender and the British Empire (10:15-11:30 am, 202B, Philadelphia Convention Center) 

722. Literature and Animal Cognition (10:15- 11:30 am, 401-403, Philadelphia Marriott) 

767. Intersectional Networks and the Making of India’s Modernist Resistance (12:00 noon-1:15 pm, 111A, Phila-

delphia Convention Center) 

784. Anglophone Literature among Other Languages (1:45-3:00 pm, 112B, Philadelphia Convention Center) 

 795. The Planet in Ruins: The Anthropocene from Below (1:45-3:00 pm, 106B, Philadelphia Convention Center)   
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France / Pakistan: The Evolution of Intellectual Routes 
by David Waterman 

 
     For a long time now, Anglophone literature from India has been in the spotlight, and 

rightly so; the list of celebrated Anglophone authors from the subcontinent is long, diverse 

and rich.   More recently, especially in the US and the UK, Pakistani Anglophone literature 

has begun to share the sub-continental spotlight, with a second generation of authors who 

are both talented artists winning prestigious prizes and engaged intellectuals often writing 

for newspapers and other forums with a more openly political agenda.  In France, where I 

live and work, the attention being paid to these Pakistani authors is even more recent. This 

is rather easily explained  by the fact that France is not primarily an Anglophone country, 

and many readers prefer to wait for a French translation to discover these works of world literature.  During the litera-

ture festivals in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad, France is always represented by personnel from the Embassy’s Coopera-

tion and Cultural Affairs service who also facilitate participation by French artists, academics and publishers; the Alliance 

Française assumes much the same role in those same cities.   

 

     Some French universities, including my own – the University of La Rochelle – have also been encouraging links in 

teaching and research between the two countries.  As a general rule, those of us who work on Pakistani culture and histo-

ry and who travel regularly to Pakistan are considered a bit crazy by our colleagues.  Such a reaction is not terribly sur-

prising, as the images that we see of Pakistan generally treat Pakistan as a problematic country, a haven for extremists 

which is best avoided. Indeed, the French Foreign Ministry classes Pakistan as a “red” zone, meaning that certain precau-

tions must be taken when visiting.  Although it is true that Pakistan has many obstacles to overcome: violence, poverty, 

education, health care and more, it is also true that such negative images are not the whole story, and only first-hand 

experience in Pakistan, with Pakistanis, can nuance one’s impressions.  I first became interested in Pakistani Anglophone 

literature in 2008, as I was winding up a book length project on Pat Barker; I was looking for a new direction for my own 

research, hoping to find a niche which was being neglected.  I’d been trained in a Cultural Studies perspective, with an 

emphasis on Postcolonial Theory, and had always been fascinated by South Asia’s diversity, especially in the context of 

my own research (informed by social psychology) into questions of identity.  India was already overflowing with Western 

academics, and with good reason, but it was my reading of Hanif’s A Case of Exploding Mangoes which led me to begin 

exploring Pakistani culture and history in more detail. At that time, Pakistan was not overflowing with university research-

ers, at least not on the cultural front.  My first contact was with Masood Raja, who was just beginning a new journal, Paki-

staniaat, and he invited me on board as Book Review Editor. I spent five years with the journal, learning a great deal 

and building up my network including collaborating with Muneeza Shamsie, all of which then led to a first visit to Pakistan 

in 2011, and several return visits since including one this up-coming February.   

 

     For most of that time I felt as though I was working outside the mainstream, with little institutional interest in my work, 

at least in France.  More recently, though, the Pakistani Higher Education Commission has been investing heavily in send-
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ing its best and brightest abroad, offering 4-year scholarships for those who possess a Master’s degree to come to 

France and complete a “top-up” Master 2 Research year, then continue for three years with a PhD thesis, all of which is 

coordinated by Campus France.  There is an emphasis on the physical and biological sciences, but also a high demand in 

Law and Economics and a lesser demand in the humanities.  Interested students must first be accepted by the HEC in Paki-

stan for such an exchange, no easy task, and those who are accepted are then proposed by Campus France to individual 

universities.  A student who is accepted for study in France will then take a crash course in French, usually a month of im-

mersion during August right before beginning studies; HEC pays these students 900 Euros per month for four years to fi-

nance their studies at a time when funding for French PhD students in the humanities is becoming scarce, and if the student 

should fail, s/he must repay the entire scholarship, so motivation is high. I currently have one PhD student from Pakistan 

under my supervision, and the Science Faculty has several.   

 

     The President of La Rochelle University, Prof. Jean-Marc Ogier, is himself a computer scientist specializing in computer 

imaging, and his research laboratory has found a win-win solution within this program; a large project can be broken 

down into several parts, each requiring a PhD scholar who then participates in the project while simultaneously preparing 

his/her thesis (ie, his/her “part” of the project).  The university receives a scientist-in-training, funded by Pakistan, and the 

aforementioned scientist receives a PhD degree from a French national university.  While this is all relatively new for us, 

other colleges within the university have expressed interest, and the number of Pakistani scholars at the University of La 

Rochelle should continue to grow as our experience has been overwhelmingly positive.  Each summer, HEC / Campus 

France organizes a meeting of French and Pakistani partners in Paris, in the presence of each country’s ambassadors, as 

a way of sharing ideas and exchanging experiences with suggestions for improvement. Each year for the past three 

years we learn that the HEC budget for this program has increased significantly.  Pakistani scholars in France generally 

integrate well, and La Rochelle, like most French cities, has a vibrant Muslim community and local mosque.   On a personal 

level, I no longer feel outside the mainstream, and have institutional support and encouragement from the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs, Campus France, the HEC and my own university and research laboratory; Pakistan, a country that could 

have been easily overlooked in the search for international partnerships and exchanges, is now receiving some of the 

attention it deserves in cultural and educational / research terms.      

 

David Waterman is Professeur des universités at the Université de La Ro-

chelle, France, where he is a member of the research team CRHIA (Center 

for Research in International and Atlantic History) and Associate Director of 

the doctoral program in the humanities. David Waterman is currently work-

ing on Pakistani history, culture and literature in English, and has served on 

the editorial team of Pakistaniaat.  His most recent publication is Where 

Worlds Collide: Pakistani Fiction in the New Millennium (Oxford UP).           

Photo courtesy of David Waterman 
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Beyond the Anglophone: Comparative South Asian Literatures: 
A Special Issue of Comparative Literature Studies (Penn State 

Press) 
By Nalini Iyer and Amritjit Singh 
 

Amritjit Singh (Ohio U) and Nalini Iyer (Seattle U) guest-edited a special issue of CLS, Comparative Literature Studies 

(53.2, 2016) on the topic “Beyond the Anglophone: Comparative South Asian Literatures.” This special issue, the first ever 

dedicated by CLS exclusively to South Asian literatures, brings together eight essays on such topics as the language con-

troversies in late colonial Odisha, social reform novels, the politics of translation, dialectics 

of caste, the “nayi kahani” movement in Hindi-Urdu, among others. Essays focus on such 

writers as Premchand, Fakir Mohan Senapati, Nirmal Verma, Salman Rushdie, Manoranjan 

Byapari, and Laxman Gaikwad.  Contributors include Sumanyu Satpathy, Alok Bhalla, 

Sreya Chatterjee, Anjali Gera Roy, Jennifer Dubrow, Krupa Shandilya, Madhu Singh, and 

Mini Chandran.  Additionally, in a discrete special section, three scholars—Harish Trivedi 

(Hindi), Subhendu Mund (Odia), Auritro Majumder (Bengali)—debate the question: “How 

‘postcolonial’ are Contemporary South Asian Literatures?” The guest editors’ introduction 

argues that “There is an urgent need to examine the role of teaching and reading South 

Asian languages beyond the needs of a security state invested in area studies; to explore 

fresh theoretical and methodological approaches that are inclusive of literary criticism and 

history being done by bhasha writers and scholars, and to expand the role of translation to develop a holistic sense of 

South Asian language literatures and generate a more stringent examination of available translations” (222). The editors 

are eager to persuade all of you to include South Asian Literatures in translation in your courses in South Asian and Post-

colonial Literature and Theory.  The issue is available through Penn State Press and online. 

Nalini Iyer is Professor of English and Director of Research at Seattle University where she teaches courses in postcolonial 

literatures and theory, South Asian literatures, and Anglophone African literature. Her publications include Other Tongues: 

Rethinking the Language Debates in India (co-edited with Bonnie Zare) and Roots and Reflections: South Asians in the Pacif-

ic Northwest (co-authored with Amy Bhatt). She is co-editor (with Amritjit Singh and Rahul K.Gairola) of the recently pub-

lished Revisiting India’s Partition: New Essays on Memory, Culture, and Politics. She has published essays in South Asian 

Review, ARIEL, Pakistan Journal of Women Studies. She is also Secretary for SALA. 

Amritjit Singh, Langston Hughes Professor of English at Ohio University (OU) and past President of MELUS and SALA, 

was Fulbright-Nehru Visiting Professor of English at the University of Delhi in 2014-15. He received the MELUS Lifetime 

Achievement Award in 2007 and the SALA Distinguished Achievement Award in Scholarship in January 2014. His previ-

ous books include HThe Novels of the Harlem Renaissance (1976, 1994); Postcolonial Theory and the United States (2000); 

The Collected Writings of Wallace Thurman (2003); Interviews with Edward Said (2004); and The Circle of Illusion (2011, 

Second Edition, 2015). 

http://www.psupress.org/journals/jnls_cls.html
http://muse.jhu.edu/issue/34015


PAGE 15 salaam 41.2 

Dalit History Month: Commemorating Dalit Agency and  
Resistance  
by Ruma Sinha, Syracuse University 

     April 2016 marked the second year of the celebration of Dalit History Month, a radical participatory project that 

chronicles early origins, struggles, movements, leaders, legislation, arts and literature from 1500 BC to the present. A me-

dia-based initiative started by Dalit feminist activist Thenmozhi Soundararajan, it challenges the absence of Dalits from 

mainstream history. It is part of a larger project started by Soundararajan to make the atrocities against Dalits visible in 

the mainstream media and to cast out the structural manifestation caste both in South Asia and the diaspora. Popularized 

by the hashtag #Dalithistorymonth the movement targets social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr, 

and blogs to increase awareness about the achievements of Dalits. Treading the path of other successful hashtag move-

ments like #Blacklivesmatter and #Sayhername, it has been effective in generating an ongoing conversation about the 

challenges faced by Dalits and the strategies of resistance that they are employing in order to dismantle the individual, 

interpersonal, and institutional manifestations of caste.  

     Drawing its inspiration from the Black History Month, observed every year in February since 1976 to celebrate the 

accomplishments of Black Americans in U.S. history, Dalit activists at Massachusetts Institute of Technology began targeting 

Wikipedia pages to make Dalit history widely accessible to global readers in order to mark the beginning of Dalit Histo-

ry Month in April 2014. The concept of Dalit History Month came out of the historic demonstration—the Dalit Women’s 

Self-Respect March—launched by Soundararajan in collaboration with other Dalit activists earlier in the same year to 

fight against caste and sexual atrocities against Dalit women. One of the concerns of the March was to make the history 

of atrocities against Dalit women visible so that all actors who are complicit in denying justice to these women can be held 

accountable, including the perpetrators of violence, as well as state institutions like the police, judiciary, and the media. 

Dalit History Month, thus, serves as an archive to document and make the struggles of Dalit men and women visible in 

mainstream media. This is crucial especially since  many ideologues and their interpretation of culture and history has 

downgraded Dalits and their practices for some time, the effects of which can be seen even in the present context. 

     Soundararajan describes Dalit History Month as “a parallel model of scholarship to academic institutions that study 

Dalits without Dalits in collaborative or lead roles of research” (“Dalithistorymonth”). She attests to the power of asserting 

the agency of Dalits to bring about social change: “We believe in the power of our stories to change the savarna (upper 

caste) narrative of our experience as one solely of atrocity into one that is of our own making. Our story may have begun 

in violence but we continue forward by emphasizing our assertion and resistance” (ibid). Challenging upper caste narra-

tives of Dalits—even the most liberal ones—which portray the Dalit story as one of shame, indignity, and passive acquies-

cence, this project deploys the documentation of Dalit history to invert and redefine this rhetoric. The project highlights the 

achievements and resistance of Dalit historical and political figures dating back from the Nishada outcaste archer 

Eklavya, poet Kabir Das, Jyotirao Phule, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, and K.R. Narayanan to name a few. 

     A radical way in which the Dalit History Month project is creating parallel modes of feminist scholarship is by celebrat-

ing the earliest known Dalit women leaders who have made significant contributions to the Dalit resistance movement. 

From one of the first female saints Sant Soyarabai (1400-) to the legendary Dalit woman worrier Jhalkaribai (1830-58) 

the timeline excavates the contributions of Dalit women as leaders and forerunners in Indian history. The project include  
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contributions of women like Savitribai Phule, who while being considered one of the first Indian feminists and social re-

formers, she is often glossed over in mainstream feminist discourses. The archive places her as a pioneer of women’s rights 

and anti-caste ideology. Other notable Dalit women include the martyr Udadevi, the political leader Annai Meenambal 

Sivaraj, parliamentarian Dakshayani Velayudhan, activist Ruth Manorama, Speaker of the Lower House of the Parliament 

of India Meira Kumar, and P.Sivakami, While the achievements of some of these pioneers are known as isolated cases, 

bringing them together on a common platform presents an iconography of successful Dalit women leaders in the history-

making process of the Indian landscape. 

     Soundararajan argues that for much too long Dalits, both in India and abroad, “have been pushed to the margins by 

mainstream activists, academics, institutions who see [them] as victims as opposed to agents of our own destiny. Even 

worse, they don’t see us at all. And this invisibility creates an opportunity for violence again and again.” (“Finally it Be-

gins”) Documenting Dalit women’s contributions to history by demystifying holy texts in Dalit History Month is one of the 

strongest challenges to the deep entrenched condescension of the higher castes towards the former untouchables and the 

violence of invisibility to which they are subjected.  Although the effectiveness of hashtag movements as gateways to real 

world changes has been debatable, #Dalithistorymonth has been successful in creating visibility and solidarity for Dalits 

which had hitherto been absent both at the national and global level.  

Works Cited 

“Black History Month.” History. N.d. Web. 20 May 2016.  

Javaid, Maham. “How India's ‘Untouchable’ Women Are Fighting Back Against Sexual Violence.” Refinery29, 15 Oct. 2015. Web. 20 

May 2016.  

Medina, Jennifer. “California to Revise How India is Portrayed in Textbooks.” The New York Times, 19 May 2016. Web. 20 May 

2016.   

Rao, Anupama. The Caste Question: Dalits and the Politics of Modern India. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2009. Print. 

Sharma, Akshay. “Delta’s Death Creates Outrage.” Hard News, 6 April 2016. Web. 20 May 2016.  

Soundararajan, Thenmozhi. Dalit History Month, N.d. Web. 20 May 2016.  

—-.“Finally It Begins.” Dalit Nation, 3 Jan. 2013. Web. 20 May 2016. 

Teltumbde, Anand. “Khairlanji and Its Aftermath: Exploding Some Myths.” Economic and Political Weekly 42.12 (Mar. 24-30, 2007): 

1019-1025. Print.  

“Why has the Mainstream Media Blacked Out the Death of Delta Meghwal.” The Citizen, 7 April 2016. Web. 20 May 2016.  

Thaker, Aria. “In California, a Debate Over History Curricula Has Brought To Fore Denials 

of Caste in the Indian American Community.” The Caravan, 12 April 2016. Web 

 

Ruma Sinha is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of English at Syracuse Univer-

sity. She is currently working on her dissertation that examines how Dalit women 

assert their presence and challenge their exclusion from the regional, national, and 

global forms of political and aesthetic representations. Her research and teaching 

interests include postcolonial and anticolonial studies; critical race and gender 

studies; Anglophone and vernacular literature, and narrative theory. 
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Ideasthesia as the TedX phenomenon of  relating ide-
as 
Nitin Sethi, Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, Uttarakhand 
      

     The human mind has been an enigma to itself and to others for what seems an eternity. Scientists, 

philosophers and psychologists have been puzzled by its limitless power, and have always been fas-

cinated and inquisitive to comprehend its various known and unknown spheres. Also, the labyrinthine 

dimension of the non-physical phenomenon that is ideas or thoughts has been quite puzzling and al-

most impossible to theorize and difficult to narrow them down to plausible explanations.  Given India’s population boom coupled with 

its digital rise and brain power, the power of the mind is a timely and formidable topic to discuss in this age.  On April 9, 2016, TedX 

IIT Roorkee organized IDEASTHESIA, a platform to kindle bright young minds, to invigorate and inspire them to think out of the box 

and thus help them realize that ideas are not solely conceptual.  Rather, they are an aggregate of modifications instilled into these 

concepts by the interplay of the senses with external stimuli.     

     The event occurred in the campus’s Multi-activity Centre with eminent speakers including Vithika Yadav, Ananth Ramesh, Nirali 

Kartik, and Dherandra Kumar.  The space was packed, and the vibe was electric.  The speakers enlightened the curious minds and 

inspired them by helping them to widen their horizons beyond all that is imaginable.  Indeed, the traditional model of our mental func-

tion considers that senses provide separate data to brain, which is independently interpreted, based on the sense and later establishes 

correlation.  However, it has been observed that many people associate one sensory input to a response which is usually triggered by 

another sense, hence suggesting mingling or strong interdependence between the senses.  This phenomenon is called Synesthesia (or 

union of the senses). 

     “Synesthesia” can be understood through conventional metaphors, namely by associating blue with cool and red with hot. The asso-

ciation of data input from different senses to the same objects over the same set of people independently suggests that the underlying 

ideas and concepts influence this association, hence the underlying phenomenon is known as Ideasthesia. While Ideasthesia has been 

instilled in lives of all people and are inborn associations, less common associations are more personal and might not be universal, thus 

falling under Synesthesia. Hence, the main difference between these two ideologies is that Ideasthesia includes the role of semantics in 

the construction of ideas.  Ideasthesia suggests that the two processes of observing our surroundings and forming an ideology, or iden-

tity, and also using our preexisting ideas to comprehend the surroundings are continuous, simultaneous, and symbiotic in multiple ways.  

What follows are brief outlines of each speaker's unique viewpoints:   

 

VITHIKA YADAV: Erotic Rights as Human Rights 

     “Suck, Squeeze, Bang, Blow” -- these were the first words Vithika Yadav, Head of Operations, India, at Love Matters and a Human 

Rights professional (who has been awarded the Atlas Corps Fellowship) boldly spoke on sex and the fundamental rights to sexual 

pleasure. A wave of awkward silence and uncomfortable eye contacts were broken and instantly transformed to a relieving giggle, 

when she casually stated them as the four stages of a combustion engine. In a post-colonial country like India (in which the Victorian-

era Section 377 is still law), openly speaking about sexual pleasure is still a taboo and as such no elementary sexual education is 

imparted through the education system.  Yadav spoke about relating sex and technology without an iota of hesitation in her voice, thus 

emphasizing the constructed nature of sex taboos.    

     Digital mediums render pornography freely accessible at just the click of a button, providing erotic images primarily for the pleas-

ure of male at the expense of females, while often involving “unnatural” content as well. However, the traditional platforms are help-

ful to an extent, and only talk about what is to be avoided in cases of unwanted pregnancy, diseases and practices. But Love Matters, 

a multimedia platform about love, sex, relationships and all related matters, not only talks about taking precautions, but also about 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIF2tssedLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIF2tssedLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIF2tssedLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgWlZeEyLwc
https://lovematters.in/en
https://lovematters.in/en
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the fundamental rights to obtain pleasure. It also aims at making the talk about sex more comfortable, while perceiving it as a natural 

process. Yadav’s platform quenches the curiosity of people with credible and accurate information with the help of technology ; begin-

ning initially with a responsive website and now moving on to mobile platforms as well. 

 

ANANTH RAMESH: Take Us Over the Moon  

     Yadav’s talk was followed by Ananth Ramesh’s interesting views. He is a member of Team Indus, a group of entrepreneurs and 

moon shots, which have rather taken the term literally and are thriving to be the first private entity landing on the moon. Team Indus 

has emerged as the sole Indian competitor for the GOOGLE Lunar X Prize, securing third place amongst 32 teams. The heart of his 

talk concerned pushing open limited frontiers and actualizing impossible dreams. An enthusiastic designer, Ramesh gradually became 

a source of motivation for the audience as he took us through the team’s fraught journey filled with both challenges and opportunities. 

Standing beside his rover, the space enthusiast passionately talked about the moon and the sheer need of the team’s crusade a t a 

time when resources are arguably better appropriated towards the eradication of poverty in contemporary India.   

     Ramesh quoted Neil Armstrong in saying, “A small step for man, a giant leap for humanity,” and then stated how India would 

stand apart among the world superpowers by accompanying this mission. Apart from patriotic effusions of redefining India’s po ten-

tials and the desire to plant the tricolor on the moon, Ramesh offered the analogy of how the modern automobile industry benefitted 

from developments that have evolved into high grade F1 automobile technology.  He espoused a strong belief in pushing human limits, 

as has been done to reduce the weight of space vehicles would help improve satellite services and optimize resource management 

techniques.  He concluded by quoting Carl Sagan, “We are wanderers and we are wanderers still, we have long enough lingered in 

the shores of cosmic ocean and we are now ready to go to the moon and the stars beyond.” 

 

NIRALI KARTIK: The Music of Our Earth   

     Next on the stage presided Nirali Kartik, a Hindustani Classical Vocalist from Mumbai. Nirali Kartik 

and her husband Kartik Shah began with Maati Bani, literally means “the language of the Earth”; it was an 

effort from her side to put Indian Classical music with the different sounds, culture, languages and voices of 

the world.  Kartik beautifully explained the origin of Ideas when she referred to the immortalized story of 

the thirsty crow.  She believed that rather than logic, the phenomenon of thoughts and ideas prove more 

magical. Yet that does not mean one cannot actually play a role for great ideas to pop up. Out of the box 

thinking was facilitated by being in an inspired state of mind always.  Considering one knowledgeable 

enough creates an environment where one doesn’t seek further knowledge and the zest to explore subdues, 

but the fact is one must always remains a learner, eager to learn and imbibe new things irrespective of the 

age.  

     Kartik mentioned empathy to be one of most important virtues one could have and believed that human sensitivity in this age of 

technology is crucial for ideas to formulate.  Being a musician, Kartik advised students in believing in a higher power, the God, a guru, 

a source of infinite inspiration and energy to bow down to, as this communion would help in eradicating numerous mental barriers and 

handling of ego, also generating acceptance for sides which have been left unexplored.  Being critical of how many ideas become 

futile due to lack of proper execution, she warned students to keep away from an attitude of embracing mediocrity.  Concluding her 

talk, Kartik quoted Michael Jackson, but with an addition of her own: “Make the world a better place, for me and you and the entire 

human race, WITH GREAT IDEAS,” after which she sang two classical Hindustani melodies for the audience.   

 

DHERANDRA KUMAR, MD: Life of the Mind and the Heart of the Soul  

     The Final Talk was delivered by Dherandra Kumar, MD, a Registered Clinical and Child Psychologist, who has been awarded as 

‘Best Clinical Psychologist in Delhi for 2012’. He is the director of PsyIndia, an organization completely devoted to the well being of 

Nirali Kartik, courtesy of 

Nitin Sethi 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R0Nma0Qcjg&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R0Nma0Qcjg&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH_Cq1wCs28&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH_Cq1wCs28&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH_Cq1wCs28&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH_Cq1wCs28&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBROFss8kKg&index=2&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBROFss8kKg&index=2&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rNllwSJzOj9pTkClcFA-Yi8
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the human kind, which encompasses mental health.  Kumar theorized how any event in one’s life could bring changes to an unimagina-

ble extent, and the fear of judgment if found in abundance can shoot up anxiety levels. He effectively pointed out that even though a 

minimal amount of adrenaline rush and anxiety boosts up performance, yet beyond a point it deteriorates mental presence confidence 

and hampers results, thus indicating an inverted U or parabolic curve for performance v/s anxiety curve. A significant reason for in-

creasing stress levels dominating over the current generation was found to be the civilization.  While animals or humans could either 

engage in “fight or flight” mode in earlier days in the face of formidable threats, civilized human beings today feel the emo tions or 

adrenaline rush to fight or flight, yet are suppressed by social courtesies when facing circumstances analogous to life threatening situ-

ations.   

     The accumulation of these emotions and suppressed feelings with no physical outlet leads to built up anxiety and stress triggering 

depression.  Kumar explained depression mathematically, considering its presence as a function of one’s vulnerability or potential to 

get depressed, with the absence of social support, lack of inner strength to get out of it and also the intensity of stress levels triggering 

the problem in the first place.  Suggesting a solution to this major issue, the students were advised to understand that their power of 

visualization could make a difference and rather than thinking about failing and inducing dejection, they should visualize positive re-

sults.  Kumar suggested students should opt for physical exercise, should follow a healthy diet plan, and also opined that socializing 

plays a crucial role. In conclusion, he motivated students of the Indian Institutes of Technology to establish 

peer groups as the first line of action against any issue encountered among them, like depression and suicide, 

in the face of today’s intersectional challenges. 

**I thank Melanie Wattenbarger, Editor of salaam, and Dr. Rahul K. Gairola for their editorial counsel as I 

composed and revised this piece.   

Nitin Sethi currently studies Engineering in the field of Electronics and Communication at the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Roorkee (IITR).  He was born in Chandigarh and grew up in Noida. He is a Script Writer and 

Cinematographer at the Cinematic Section, and also associated with the Writing Studio initiative at IITR.  He 

can be contacted at: sethinitin4@gmail.com 

Reluctant Rebellions by Shauna Singh 

Baldwin 
 by Melanie R. Wattenbarger 
     Released in 2016, Shauna Singh Baldwin’s latest book covers topics 
from tracing memories from the 1947 Partition through the importance of 
reading in contemporary life. Reluctant Rebellions includes fifteen nonfic-
tion essays and speeches and an introduction by Satwinder Kaur Bains 
(University of Fraser Valley).  It has been released by the Centre for Indo
-Canadian Studies at the University of Fraser Valley and is available in 

India here in North America  here.. 

 

     I am always inspired by works such as this which connect the world of 
fiction and academic work by bringing an author into conversation with 
scholars and casual readers alike. This book offers insights into Baldwin’s 
work, the practice of writing, her perspective on contemporary concerns 
of community in North America and South Asia, and her thoughts on what 
it means to be a feminist in both these contexts. While this collection fea-
tures a strong point of view, it is far from pointed. Baldwin’s deep com-
passion and moments of kind-hearted wit offer a lightness to the text that 
makes it inviting for all reading audiences.  This work is important for an-
yone who is interested in South Asian literature, hyphenated and hybrid 

identity formation, and multicultural literature in North America.  

 

Photo courtesy of Nitin 

Sethi 

mailto:sethinitin4@gmail.com
http://ufv.in/
https://www.amazon.com/Reluctant-Rebellions-Shauna-Singh-Baldwin/dp/0978287363/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1482104211&sr=8-1&keywords=reluctant+rebellions
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SALA Member News 
Hearty congratulations to our colleagues & allies for their impressive accomplishments over the past year! 

 
Lopamudra Basu was promoted to the rank of professor in the department of English, at University of 
Wisconsin-Stout. She has been named Dahlgren Professor at UW-Stout  for 2016-2017. This honor comes 
with a grant for professional development. She has received a full year sabbatical for 2016-2017 and 
is researching the plays of Ayad Akhtar, Pulitzer award winning South Asian American playwright. Her 
essay on Akhtar "Between Performativity and Representation: Post 9/11 Muslim Masculinity in Ayad Akh-
tar’s Disgraced" was published in the anthology Masks of Threat: South Asian Racialization and Belonging 
after 9/11 Ed. Aparajita De (Lexington Books, 2016). Basu's essay " The Languages of Diaspora: Meena 
Alexander, Sujata Bhatt,  and Imtiaz Dharker" was published in the volume A History of Indian Poetry in 
English Ed. Rosinka Chaudhuri (Cambridge University Press, 2016).  

 
Sohrab Homi Fracis published a timely new novel, Go Home, about Viraf, a Parsi graduate student 
caught in the post-Iran-hostage-crisis backlash, which is released by Knut House Press of Lafayette, Louisi-
ana. He will read from it at the SALA Conference 2017 in Philadelphia, as part of Dr. Amritjit Singh's 
reading circle. 
 
John Hawley and Gaurav Desai have been given approval for their co-edited volume, Approaches to 
Teaching Amitav Ghosh, from the MLA press. The book should appear in late 2017. 
 
 
Kalpana Iyengar completed her Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching at the University of Texas at San Antonio, USA, with 
a dissertation on Asian Indian American Students’ Expression of Culture and Identity Construction Through Narrative Writing. She is 
currently working as a postdoctoral researcher and has published articles in peer-reviewed journals. She is also involved in a Texas 
Education Agency grant funded teacher development program for the South San and Harlandale Independent School Districts. She 
organizes the Kahani Project for students of Asian Indian origin annually. Her areas of research interest include multicultural/
transnational identity construction, multi-modal teaching and learning, literacy acquisition through transmediation, Asian Indian per-
forming arts, teaching writing, and technology integration in teaching writing and literacy, and continued professional development. 
Currently, she teaches at the Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching Department at UTSA. Dr. Iyengar helped in instituting the Harid-
war Project at Devsanskruthi Vishwavidyalaya, India, in summer of 2015 and was instrumental in bringing three teacher consultants to 
the UTSA invitational summer institute in summer of 2016 
 
Liam O'Loughlin accepted a Visiting Assistant Professor position in the English Department at Pacific Lutheran University. 
 
 
Moumin Quazi’s first book, Migratory Words, was published (Lamar University Literary Press). He was awarded his college's 
"Engaged Faculty Award." He finished his terms as president of the Conference of College English of Teachers and the Texas College 

English Association. He was named Texas liaison to the national 
College English Association. 
 
 K. D. Verma's new book, Understanding Mulk Raj Anand: His Mind 
and Art, is expected to come out some time by the end of Novem-

ber from Vision Books, New Delhi, India.  The book contains six es-
says on Anand's novels and aesthetics, an interview with Anand and 
43 selected letters that Anand wrote to the author over the 
years.  This is Verma's third book, the other two being: The " Love's 
Rare Universe":  A Study of Shelley's Epipsychidion  (1995); and 
The Indian Imagination: Critical Essays on Indian Writing in Eng-
lish  (2000). 

 

Melanie R. Wattenbarger’s paper entitled “ ‘Where are We and 

to What End?: Marking Spaces of Bodily and Literary Resistance in 

Guantanamo Bay” was published in Spatial Justice and Diaspora by 

CounterPress this past November. It is available here. 

https://www.amazon.com/Spatial-Justice-Diaspora-Emma-Patchett/dp/1910761036/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1482106026&sr=8-1&keywords=diaspora+spatial+justice
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

The 2017 Regular Issue of the South Asian Review 

 

South Asian Review, the refereed journal of the South Asian Literary Association, invites submissions for the 2016 Regular Issue, Volume 

37, Number 2 (October/November).  SAR is a representative scholarly forum for the examination of South Asian languages and liter-

atures in a broad cultural context.  The journal invites healthy and constructive dialogue on issues pertaining to South Asia, especially 

to its literature and the sister arts.  It welcomes critical and analytical essays on any aspect or period of South Asian literature 

(ancient, precolonial, colonial, and, indeed, the postcolonial).  SAR is open to all ideas, positions, and critical and theoretical ap-

proaches.  Recognizing the linguistic and cultural diversity of the subcontinent, the journal stays interested in essays about intercultural, 

comparative, and interdisciplinary studies in the humanities.  For periodic publications, SAR encourages essays on music, painting, 

sculpture, architecture, and other related fields.  The following areas are of special interest to the journal: 

 

 

 

Critical articles of 15–25 pages, prepared in accordance with the MLA style, accompanied by a 100-word abstract 

and a biographical note of nearly 50 words, must be received by May 30, 2017. Articles should be sent electronical-

ly.  

 

All correspondence pertaining to back and forthcoming issues should be addressed to: 

 

Dr. P. S. Chauhan 

Professor of English, and 

Editor, South Asian Review 

Arcadia University 

450 South Easton Road 

Glenside, PA  19038-3295 

 

Phone: 215-517-2401  |  ausar@arcadia.edu 

South Asian Literatures      Cultural Studies 

South Asian Languages     Colonial Studies 

South Asian Studies    Postcolonial Studies 

South Asian Culture Comparative Literature    

South Asian Diaspora Women’s Studies 

Comparative Aesthetic Film Studies 

Literary Theory Transcultural Studies 
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Will We Ever Heal?: South Asian Challenges in the Twenty- First 
Century 
by Nalini Iyer, Seattle University and Amritjit Singh, Ohio University 

Revisiting India’s Partition: New Essays in Memory, Culture, and Politics edited by Amritjit Singh (Ohio U), Nalini Iyer 

(Seattle U), and Rahul K. Gairola (IIT-Roorkee, India) was published in June 2016 by Lexington Books (Rowan & Little-

field). The South Asian edition was published in September 2016 by Orient Blackswan in New Delhi and Hyderabad 

(http://www.orientblackswan.com/BookDescription?isbn=978-81-250-6412-1&t=e). The three editors and many contrib-

utors to this timely volume are active SALA members. The project was supported by generous grants from Ohio University 

and Seattle University.   

 

This book project began in earnest in Fall 2013 with an all-day pre-conference on the subject at the South Asia confer-

ence in Madison, WI. Three years in the making, this collection of essays brings together scholars from India, Pakistan, 

Bangladesh, Canada, U.K. and the United States to explore what Vazira Fazila-Yacoobali Zamindar has called “the Long 

Partition.” This 400-page book expands the idea of the “Long Partition” and examines the political, cultural, social, and 

economic consequences of partition in areas that are frequently overlooked or left unexamined. Thus the book has essays 

that bring new insights into Punjab and the western borderlands as well as the largely neglected Bengal; explores deep-

ly the questions of boundaries, borders, and culture in the Northeast; brings new insight into Partition’s impact on southern 

India; juxtaposes essays by Bangladeshi and Pakistani critics with those from India that demonstrate distinctive ways in 

which the 1947 Partition has been narrated; and interrogates the role of advertisements and digital marketing in promul-

gating the narratives of Partition in the twenty-first century. While the book covers 

many short stories, novels, and film texts, it is much more than another volume on the 

familiar Partition literary works.   

 

The book includes 19 original essays by 20 contributors—seasoned scholars and rising 

stars alike—who express widely divergent views and approaches. The common en-

deavor that brings them all together in the pages of this major new volume is the need 

to generate fresh understandings through careful research and dialogue that, they 

hope, might move all South Asians a bit closer toward healing and forgiveness. Since 

after the horrendous violence in 1947, South Asians never attempted the kind of Truth 

and Reconciliation that followed the end of apartheid in South Africa, the volume ges-

tures toward the possibilities of self-reflection that might take us past the endless blame 

game and beyond the politics of hatred and alienation.   

 

Thus, the editors and contributors aim to generate new conversations and perspectives 

not just about Partition and South Asia but also in relation to the patterns of violence 

and unresolved border disputes throughout the world. The unresolved political issues in Kashmir, the latest round of politi-

cal disputes between India and Pakistan, and the ongoing repression of minorities in almost all South Asian countries 

Cover Design for edition by Lexington 

Books (Rowan & Littlefield).  

http://www.orientblackswan.com/BookDescription?isbn=978-81-250-6412-1&t=e)
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makes this volume both necessary and urgent. Re-

garding their three-year work on the volume, this is 

what the editors say in their Preface: “Collaborative 

work can be most fulfilling when the team of co-

workers can stay focused on shared project goals. The 

three of us are fortunate to have enjoyed a working 

relationship of mutual respect wherein we have com-

plemented one another’s strengths.” The book is dedi-

cated to the three editors’ parents, “who are not re-

sponsibe for any shortcomings in the volume.”   

Revisiting covers a wide range of topics and will likely 

serve the research needs and interests of a wide ar-

ray of scholars and students in many disciplines. Pro-

fessor Kaiser Haq, a well-known Bangladeshi poet 

who is also a volume contributor, puts it well in his 

email message to the editors: “I salute you three for 

putting together an anthology that will surely inspire 

further thoughts on the most tragic event in modern 

South Asian history. I admire your determination and 

intellectual and editorial stamina.” The blurbs on the 

book’s back cover by Professors Suvir Kaul, John C. 

Hawley, and Alok Bhalla underscore the book’s po-

tential to transform Partition Studies for years to 

come.  

The three editors will participate in a roundtable ses-

sion on Partition at the SALA conference in Philadelph-

ia in January 2016.   

 

Nalini Iyer is Professor of English at Seattle University. She has co
-edited/ co-authored three books, including most recent-
ly Revisiting India's Partition with Amritjit Singh and Rahul K. 
Gairola. She has served as Secretary of SALA since 2013. 
 

Amritjit Singh, Langston Hughes Professor of English at Ohio Uni-

versity (OU) and past President of MELUS and SALA, was Ful-

bright-Nehru Visiting Professor of English at the University of Delhi 

in 2014-15. He received the MELUS Lifetime Achievement Award 

in 2007 and the SALA Distinguished Achievement Award in Schol-

arship in January 2014. His previous books include HThe Novels of 

the Harlem Renaissance (1976, 1994); Postcolonial Theory and the 

United States (2000); The Collected Writings of Wallace Thurman 

(2003); Interviews with Edward Said (2004); and The Circle of 

Illusion (2011, Second Edition, 2015). 

CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS 

South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies 

(Peter Lang International Academic Publishers) 

Series Editor: Moumin Quazi 

 

The South Asian Literature, Arts and Culture Studies series invites 

submissions from scholars working in the field of South Asian Stud-

ies, with a particular interest in literature, the arts (print and film), 

politics, religion, and society. South Asian Studies especially focus-

es on the Indian subcontinent, particularly India, Pakistan, Bangla-

desh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Burma, and the diaspora of Non-Resident 

South Asians throughout the world.  

 

The series welcomes a variety of approaches and theories that 

interrogate and explore aspects and elements of South Asian 

thought, life, and artistic production. The series does not only focus 

on contemporary, but also in special cases, on the ancient or clas-

sical studies.  This series welcomes a variety of analytical ap-

proaches and theories, especially postcolonial, feminist, post-

structural, new historical, psychological, Marxist, and structuralist. 

Scholars working in related fields, such as philosophy, hermeneu-

tics, and social theory, with a major interest in how these disci-

plines relate to South Asian Studies, are also invited to contribute 

manuscripts. 

Fill out the query page at 

http://www.peterlang.com/index.cfm?cid=95, or send your manu-

scripts to Michelle Salyga at michelle.salyga@plang.com. 

http://www.peterlang.com/index.cfm?cid=95
mailto:michelle.salyga@plang.com
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Locating the Transcultural Humanities in Pakistan/South Asia 
Faculty of Humanities– First International Conference  

Forman Christian College (A Chartered University) 

21-23 April 2017— Lahore, Pakistan 

 

     What is common and integral to the  diverse range of disciplines 

taught on almost every university campus worldwide is a realization 

about the value of the humanities  which unites these disciplines and 

addresses life’s most important questions, pertaining to nature, eco-

systems, death, loss, the essence of humanity, achievement and de-

struction. As such, the central aim of this conference is to highlight 

and locate the importance of the humanities in a transnational world 

with an eye to current developments in postcolonial and transcultural 

studies, as well as pedagogical practices in the humanities. 

 

     By organizing this conference in Lahore, we aim to have a spe-

cial focus on locating the humanities and its significance in Pakistan 

and South Asia as a whole. South Asia is home to one-fourth of the 

total human population. However, despite this enormous human po-

tential, the cultural contribution of the region is marginalized within 

the humanities and social sciences, which within academic settings in 

particular, the humanities and its relationship with the native has not yet been revised or reversed: for example, more of-

ten than not, local South Asian knowledge has to be validated by referring to knowledge produced in the West, through 

the gaze or lens of the globally dominant knowledge producer. Why must postcolonial and transcultural scholars continue 

to validate our own thinkers with constant reference to Western thought and theoretical frames? In South Asia, such a tra-

jectory problematically implies that the region does not itself locally possess the material dominance that may ensure the 

supremacy of its civilization’s cultural products. Yet this is not  to be taken as a final verdict, as many scholars have al-

ready suggested different strategies that can help the global South to regain its dignity: for Samir Amin, the solution is 

delinking; for Spivak, strategic essentialism is the answer; Dipesh Chakrabarty argues for provincializing Europe; and 

Ashis Nandy proposes a radical nativism in which no civilization has the right to alter the lebenewelt of any other civiliza-

tion. Yet all these concerns appear too identitarian and parochial if we consider the fact that globalization now links al-

most every human being to implacable historical foes: the global South is no longer separate from the global North, the 

Fourth World exists in the First World, and environmental concerns are about the fate 

of the entire planet rather than any specific region. 

 

     This conference is, in one way, an attempt to look at the possibilities of reorienting 

the production of knowledge by interrogating the relevance of such a project for Paki-

stan, South Asia, and other postcolonial regions of the world which have moved beyond 

binaries to become globalized and transcultural.  

 

Confirmed Speakers include: 

 

Bill Ashcroft (University of New South Wales, Australia) 

Henry Schwartz (Georgetown University, USA) 

Amritjit Singh (Ohio University, USA) 

Gauri Viswanathan (Columbia University, USA) 

Photo courtesy of Summer Pervez-Sultan 

Photo courtesy of Summer Pervez-Sultan 
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CALL FOR CO-CHAIRS/ PANELS 
SALA 2019:  

Chicago, January 2019 

 

SALA invites proposals from any interested parties who wish to Co-Chair SALA 2019 and/ or pro-

pose a joint SALA/MLA panel.  Proposals should include a brief précis and brief bios of the pro-

poser(s).  Please email at the earliest to SALA President Moumin Quazi at: 

quazi@tarleton.edu 

 

Thank you to Cynthia Leenerts (East Stroudsburg University) and Amrita Ghosh (Seton Hall Univer-

sity) for chairing the SALA Conference in New York, January, 2018 

 

DONATE TO SALA  

TODAY! 
As a non-profit organization that is dedi-

cated to exploring, challenging, promot-

ing, and publishing cutting edge research 

in South Asian Studies, we are totally 

self-supporting!  Your kind gift supports 

our conferences, graduate student travel, 

and the efficient publication of our rec-

ognized peer-reviewed journal, South 

Asian Review.  To learn more and/ or 

make a donation, please click here.   

Thanks!  

Dear SALA members, 

  

I am writing because our journal, South Asian Review, periodically 

needs reviewers from a range of disciplines - literary studies, an-

thropology, history, political science, and others - to submit book 

reviews for the many South Asia-related books we receive from 

presses in Europe, USA and South Asia.  We are looking for folks 

willing to do these book reviews, ranging in length from 850-

1250 words.   

 

Doing these short book reviews is a wonderful way to contribute 

to the processes of knowledge building on South Asia, and is a 

part of the peer-review process so integral to our scholarship.  I 

also see it as a great opportunity to curate, as it were, the con-

versation on the issues in which you are invested.  If you would be 

willing to do a book review in this academic year, would you 

kindly write to me at kdaiya@gmail.com? Please specify which 

discipline or period would be of interest to you, and I can send 

you the list of books available for review.   

 

I will appreciate that very much.  We can forward to you a free 

copy of the book you choose. Alternately, if there are important 

new books in your areas of expertise that you believe should be 

reviewed, please contact me and we can slot those in for forth-

coming issues.  Please feel free to connect me with friends in other 

disciplines who might be interested in reviewing books as well.  

Thank you in advance. 

 

— Kavita Daiya, Associate Editor, South Asian Review 

 

 

Submissions to salaam 
Do you have news, pictures, feature story ideas, 

CFPs, and/ or personal milestones you’d like to 

share with the SALA community of scholars, 

teachers, and allies?  Submit it for publication in 

the Summer 2017 issue of salaam!  Please send 

your items in MS Word format to Melanie R. 

Wattenbarger  at 

salanewslettereditor@gmail.com  

or on the SAL A Website at  

http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.or

g/news/newsletter-member-news-

submission-form/ 

By 1 June 2017. 

http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/annual-conference/products-page/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/annual-conference/products-page/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/annual-conference/products-page/
mailto:kdaiya@gmail.com
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-form/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-form/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-form/
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EACLALS Triennial Conference 

Performing the Urban: Embodi-

ments, Inventories, Rhythms 
University of Oviedo, Spain 

3-9 April 2017 

 
   

This conference is an invitation to rethink, research and discuss the urban  (and the counter-urban) as perfor-

mance and construction, and to do so from a variety of disciplinary approaches, theoretical perspectives and 
creative productions.  

 

Confirmed keynote speakers and writers 

Ien Ang (Wester Sydney University, Australia) 

Angie Cruz (University of Pittsburg, USA) 

Simone Lazaroo (Murdoch University, Australia) 

Aritha van Herk , Anna Rutherford Lecture (University of Calgary, Canada) 

Dear SALA Members, 

I hope you have all had a good Winter Break. 
We continue to update the SALA website and 
make gradual improvements. One of our goals 
is to integrate the website better with the or-
ganization’s newsletter and Facebook page. To 
this end, we have included a form on the web-
site for members to more easily provide us with 
any news they would like included in the news-
letter. You can access this form 
at http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org
/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-

form/ 

In the future, we will also include a form for 
members to submit newsletter articles. Also, all 
visitors to the website can now see the covers of 
all South Asian Review issues as well as access 
the Table of Contents of each issue. This infor-
mation is available 
at http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org

/south-asian-review/ 

Please let me know if you would like to see oth-
er improvements to the website or if you have 
faced any issues that you would like to bring to 
my attention. I look forward to making the web-
site a pleasant experience for you, and to mak-
ing sure that it efficiently meets our organiza-
tion’s needs. Please email your feedback to me 

at kuam2132@tamuk.edu 

Aniruddha, SALA Web Manager 

The rapid and continued growth of cities in the twentieth and 

twenty-first centuries has intensified academic interest in the 

urban, as material reality and as imaginary or symbolic con-

struction. A postcolonial perspective on the theory and practice 
of the urban expands Eurocentric notions to include different 

ways of inhabiting, performing or embodying a variety of cities, 

while dissecting neo-colonial and decolonial gestures of ur-

banization and of representation. In a globalized world in 

which the network of economy appears to be intrinsically con-

nected to the urban, postcolonial studies also invite us to de-

centre this dominant narrative by examining the margins and 

limits of the urban, or indeed non-urban spaces in which other 
ways of being and dwelling exist or may emerge. 

 

High levels of mobility currently typify urban space. Cities have 

become places of encounter par excellence, bringing strangers 

together in spaces of embodied proximity, containing opportu-

nities for both inclusion and exclusion of difference. The vari-
ous forms of globalization have brought about a movement of 

persons across national borders, most often leading to city 

dwelling and a diverse experience and performance of the ur-

ban. In this context, and in the different specific locations and 

historical circumstances that characterize the post-colonial, 

how do individuals or collectives appropriate and perform ur-

ban space? Amid the new technologies and shifting geopoliti-

cal maps of the present century, how are urban communities 
imagined and performed? In times of perceived insecurity, are 

the urban capabilities described by Saskia Sassen being weak-

ened by fear or by the power of the nation-state? How are ur-

banites contesting these sweeping narratives and other hege-

monic ideologies affecting the contemporary post-colonial 

world? How is the urban performed emotionally? 

http://www.eaclals-oviedo17.com/en/academic-programme.php
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-form/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-form/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/news/newsletter-member-news-submission-form/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/south-asian-review/
http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/south-asian-review/
mailto:kuam2132@tamuk.edu
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SAR LIBRARY SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

 

YOUR UNIVERSITY NEEDS THE SOUTH ASIAN REVIEW! 

 

For $90/year, your university library can have its own subscription to 

the South Asian Review, and for $100/year, your university can be-

come an institutional member of SALA and receive two copies of each 

of the issues of SAR.  Please consider helping to raise the presence of 

South Asian literature and literary criticism in your university by making 

this publication available to a wide and varied audience.  Wouldn’t it 

have been great to have had SAR on your library shelf when you were 

an undergraduate? 

 

Institution/ 

Organization__________________________________________ 

  

Name 

________________________________________________________ 

Address 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No.  

________________________________________________________ 

Fax   

________________________________________________________ 

Email 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Library Subscription fee for 2016:   $90 

(three issues a year) 

 

Subscribers outside the U.S. and Canada should include $15.00 for 

postage 

 

Checks should be made payable to 

the South Asian Literary Association. 

 

Please return the completed form with payment to: 

 

Professor P. S. Chauhan 

Department of English 

Arcadia University 

450 South Easton Road 

Glenside, PA  19038-3295 

Phone: 215-572-2106   

 

prad1chauhan@gmail.com 

SOUTH ASIAN LITERARY ASSOCIATION 

2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL  

If you have not yet renewed your membership in SALA for calendar year 2016, 

please take a moment to do it now.  Membership 

in SALA entitles you to keep receiving the SALA Newsletter, as  

well as to receive the refereed journal, South Asian Review. 

 

Name:___________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Affiliation: _______________________________________________ 

 

Office phone:  ____________________________________________ 

  

Home phone: _____________________________________________ 

 

Fax:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

 

Dues for Calendar Year 2016 (please circle the appropriate category): 

 

Student                       $35 

Part-time Faculty $35 

Instructor  $45 

Independent  

Scholar  $45 

Retired Faculty $45 

Assistant Professor: $45      ($5.00 of each membership for Assistant, 

   Associate, and Full Professor goes toward 

Associate Professor: $55 SALA’s fund to assist Graduate Student 

   travel to SALA’s yearly conference) 

Full Professor: $65         

Life Membership: $400  

 (Life Memberships are payable in two installments, the first by 

 15 May and the second by 31 August, 2016) 

 

Library Subscriptions for SAR  (Vol. 34, Nos. 1, 2, and 3):   $90 

 

Donation to Graduate Student Travel Fund: ______ 

 

Donation to SALA: ——— 

 

Please send the above form with a check in American dollars payable to the 

South Asian Literary Association to: 

 

Umme Al-wazedi, Treasurer 

Department of English 

Augustana College 

Rock Island, IL  61201 
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SOUTH ASIAN LITERARY ASSOCIATION 

 

An Allied Organization of the Modern Language 

Association 

http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/ 

 

 SALA promotes knowledge of, and scholarly inter-

est in, the languages, cultures, and literatures of 

South Asia and the South Asian diaspora.  Mem-

bership in SALA is open to all individuals and li-

braries/institutions/organizations interested in 
South Asian literature, culture, languages, and 

philosophy, and also in comparative studies. 

 

 SALA hosts one guaranteed session, one non-

guaranteed session, and one collaborative session 

at the Modern Language Association’s annual 

convention and, in addition, hosts an independent 

annual conference during the same week as the 

MLA Convention, usually 2-3 days before. 

 

 SALA publishes salaam: the newsletter of the south 

asian literary association.  It carries announce-

ments of its MLA sessions, scholarly activities and 

accomplishments of its members, new titles in the 
field, and other valuable information for those 

interested in South Asian literatures. 

 

 SALA publishes a refereed journal, the South Asian 

Review (SAR), a representative scholarly forum for 

the examination of South Asian languages and 

literatures in a broad cultural context.  The journal 

invites healthy and constructive dialogue on is-

sues pertaining to South Asian literatures, arts, 

and cultures. 

 

 SALA supports graduate students through profes-

sionalization panels, mentoring, publishing op-

portunities, awards, and presentation opportuni-

ties.    

 

 SAR addresses a diverse audience of various disci-

plines, welcomes critical and analytical essays on 
any aspect or period of South Asian literature 

(ancient, pre-colonial, colonial, and postcolonial).  

SAR is open to all critical and theoretical ap-

proaches. 

 

 SAR Membership includes subscriptions to salaam 

and the South Asian Review. 

We are on Facebook! 

With over 9,000 members, our Facebook group page is 

a great place for news, networking, and connecting 

across the time zones  

UNDERSTANDING MULK RAJ ANAND: HIS 

MIND AND ART by K. D. Verma, a collection of critical es-

says and letters, examines Anand as a novelist, an art critic and a 

thinker in a broad cultural context of the 20th century critical theories of 

postmodernism, postcoloniality and new historicism.  This study ex-

plores the significance of Anand’s 20-year stay in England, especially 

the making of Anand the novelist, and also of Anand of the post-1945 

era. Anand had gone to England for a Ph. D. in philosophy at the Uni-

versity of London, but he stayed in England for twenty years.  While in 

England, he worked for T. S. Eliot and came into close contact with 

Leonard and Virginia Woolf. Anand was also a good friend of most of 

the English writers of the twenties and the thirties. As an author of 

Untouchable, Coolie and several other novels, Anand returned from Eng-

land as a well- established revolutionary novelist, but his literary and 

cultural achievements in the post-independence India are no less re-

warding.  His work on the autobiographical-sociohistorical Seven Ages 

series is indeed a remarkable achievement, but Anand’s contribution in 

other allied areas of Indian and Western aesthetics---Anand’s work as a 

founding editor of Marg, as an art critic and an essayist—is equally 

significant. Interestingly, Anand’s first novel Untouchable, primarily 

written in England but finalized under Gandhi’s guidance in India, has 

a Preface by E. M. Forster. The novel Coolie is said to have been con-

ceived as a response to Kipling’s Kim. Undoubtedly, Anand’s Across the 

Black Waters of the Lalu Trilogy is the only World War 1 novel written 

by an Indian.  While the first section of Understanding Mulk Raj Anand 

has six critical essays and an interview with Anand, Section Two has 

forty- three letters that Anand wrote to me.  These letters reveal 

Anand’s most powerful and original ideas about Anand the man, the 

critic and the thinker.  As an avid proponent of liberty, equality, social 

justice, the human values and the truth of the human condition, Anand 

vehemently and uncompromisingly fought against European /British 

imperialism and colonialism. Anand firmly believed that India, a rural 

colony of the British Empire, was not developed. 

http://www.southasianliteraryassociation.org/

